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Quiet Fun©ro^ 
Expected For 
Khrushchev 


MOSCOW .(AP) - Nikita 

Khrushchev, consigned to obse- 
curity for the last seven years 
of his life, is expected to be 
buried Monday in a quiet, pri- 
vate funeral. 

The former Kremlin chief 
and world-traveling apostle of 
Soviet communism died Satur- 
day of a heart attack in a hos- 
pital for the Soviet elite. He 
was 77 years old. 

His successors in the Krem- 
lin, who conduct a staid and so- 
ber regime in contrast to 
Khrushchev’s flamboyant and 
impulsive style, tried to ensure 
fliat the world would hear as 
. little ss possible of Khrushchev 
after he was forced from office 
in October 1964. 

He was given a comfortable 
country home, a Moscow apart- 
ment which he rarely used, a 
car, and attendants with orders 
4 to keep him out of the li- 
melight. 

His name was taboo for the 
Soviet press and he was never 
invited to appear at national 
celebrations or festivities. 
From one day to the next he 
disappeared from public view 
and the Soviet Union went on 
with its Communist business as 
though Khrushchev had never 
headed the Communist party 
for a dozen years. 

Even after death the rules 
against giving him special at- 
tention applied. Although his 
death was officially confirmed 
to Western correspondents, 
there was no public announce- 
' ment in the following 24 hours 


and newspapers carried no 
obituary or report of the death. 

The Soviet press customarily 
delays death announcements 
for a day or two and made no 
exception in the case of 
Khrushchev. A newspaper 
spokesman announced Sunday 
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night that Pravda, organ of ihe 
Communist party, would pub- 
lish an obituary of the former 
party leader Monday. It will 
appear on the front page within 
a headline or picture. 

It will say, the spokesman re- 
ported: “The Central Com- 

mittee of the Communist party 
of the Soviet Union and the 
Council of Ministers of the 
U.S.S.R. report with sorrow 
that on Sept 11, 1971, after a 
severe and long illness, the for- 
mer first secretary of the Cen- 
tral Committee and chair mar 
of the Council of Ministers, per- 
sonal pensioner. Nikita Serge- 
yevich Khrushchev, died in his 
78th year.” , 

Informants close to the 
Khrushchev family confirmed 
Sunday that burial is expected 
to take place in Moscow’s No- 
vodyevichy Cemetery Monday. 
The cemetery, adjoining an an- 
cient monastery, is ah honored 
burial ground in Moscow, sec- 
ond only to the Kremlin WalL 

The informants were unable 
to supply any details of the 
Khrushchev funeral plans, but 
it is expected to be private and 
low-keyed. 

Khrushchev is the first for- 
mer Soviet premier and Com- 
munist party chief to die since 
the death of Joseph Stalin in 
1953. There is no precedent to 
establish his place of buriaL 

Stalin died at the peak of his 
power and was initially honored 
with a place in Lenin’s mau- 
soleum. Khrushchev’s “de-Stali- 
nization” campaign swept him 
from the mausoleum to an una- 
dorned grave at the Kremlin 
Wall. Last year his honor was 
raised by the erection of a bust 
above the grave, in keeping 
with those of other former 
Kremlin leaders beside him. 

Perhaps the only precedent in 
this is that Khrushchev’s burial 
place might not be his last one 
and that the man who led his 
country into the space age and 
energetically pursued the Com- 
nunist ideal, according to his 
own lights, might some day be 
moved to the Kremlin Wall. 


